“Principals of War: Red Tanks at Mtsensk”
Mr.Meetze

WWII

“Delay the Dreaded Blitzkrieg” October 4, 1941 (100pts)

You are Colonel Mikhail Kaukov commander of the newly formed ‘4th Tank Brigade’.   The Situation is dire.  The German 2nd Panzer Army plans on driving through the Orel-Mtsensk sector of mother Russia and continue toward Moscow.  Blitzkrieg tactics of the Germans have worked extremely well throughout their entire Eastern European campaign.  Fortunately for you and your men, the terrain provides the necessary camouflage against the incoming air bombardment of the German Luftwaffe.   Outnumbered 4-1 with no reinforcements in sight you have been given orders to “Stop Operation: Typhoon” at all costs.  You need to determine which course of action will best accomplish the mission of delaying the enemy long enough to give the corps commander time to prepare the defense.  You don’t want to disappoint the ‘Boss’ do you?  Do You?
Before you continue remember the following:

German Leaders & Military Forces:

· Germans are under the command of General Heinz Guderian the architect of 

      Blitzkrieg warfare. 

· Pzkw III & IV compromise most of XXIV Panzer Corp and are superior to most Russian tanks except in one area; speed.

· Roughly 200-220 tanks and mechanized units
YOU HAVE NO AIRFORCE, HEAVY ARTILLERY, OR MODERN COMMUNICATION!!!

Use the Map to find the following Russian Defenses   (A good time to neatly high-light)
- Pervy Voin, Forest, River Valleys.  In addition look at the map on pg. 38
Russian Forces: (These are yours)

· 2 battalions consisting of 46 tanks
· 23 tanks are the outdated BT-7 “Betyushkas”.  The  BT-7 has weak 45 mm guns and only 15mm flimsy armor but is extremely fast 45mph. (#2)
· 23 are mighty T-34’s which has 76mm guns and sloped frontal armor to deflect most German guns as well as wide treads for tough terrain. (#3 & #4)

· 1 Motorized Rifle battalion with anti-tank guns & 700 soldiers (#1)

· 1 Scout Company, Engineers, and Motor Transport Company (#5)

· Total with tanks 1,500 Men

-However you need to achieve your goal swithout losing the strength of the 4th Tank Brigade for the upcoming fight at Mtsensk.
Geography:
· Many bushes, trees, haystacks, and reverse slopes

· Good Tank country due to lack of elevation
· Small Shallow Optukha River steep banks in a few places
Task: Complete the Primary Object and as many additional Secondary Objectives as possible.  (HINT: Some Secondary Objectives Need to Be Complete Before You Attempt the Primary Objective)  You may or may not choose the following course of actions.

#1 Optukha Defense- Defend the current line thrown together by General Lelyushenko. This course of action might work but the Germans may smash through your defense and continue on to their objective
#2 Defense with Covering Force- You can give your defense more depth by pushing a force across the Optukha River toward Orel.  If you choose this course of action the Germans may divide and conquer your split force
# 3 Pervy Voin Defense- Will re-establish your defense line farther north than the Optukha Defense.  Choosing this course of action may give the Germans the logistical position needs to crush the Red Army once and for all.

#4 Your Own Plan-
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Each group of students will be required to type a ¾ to 1 page, single spaced, and 12 point font, Times New Roman style battle plan. (Do Not Shrink the Margins!!!!) Failure to follow the above guidelines in any fashion will result in the loss of 50% of the total grade. 


In your paper you will address all Nine Principals of war in outline form.

(40 points)
Name of Plan:

1. Mass-










2. Objective-

3. Offensive-

4. Maneuver-

5. Unity of Command-

6. Security-

7. Simplicity-

8. Surprise-

9. Economy of Force-
Next with depth, completely describe and explain your battle plan in paragraph form. 











(40points)

You will be also given 1 Final Copy Map for your group.  Clearly, Colorfully, and Neatly using pen and or makers label the map and draw in the alignment of your forces for your plan.









 (20points)
